EXHALL PARISH COUNCIL


ANNUAL MEETING OF EXHALL PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
18th May 2026
1. Apologies.
Cllr Adam Read and SDC Cllr Ashley Jones
2. To Elect a Chairman for the ensuing Municipal Year.

Cllr Adrian Harvey elected.  Proposed Cllr Buxton Seconded Cllr Miller
3. To Elect a Vice-Chairman for the ensuing Municipal Year.

Cllr Adam Read elected.  Proposed Cllr Harvey Seconded Cllr Buxton
4. Disclosure of Interests. Councillors are asked to declare personal interests in any items on the agenda.  Councillors are reminded that the Code of Conduct that takes effect from May 2021 provides that should they have a prejudicial interest in any matter under discussion they should withdraw from the room and not seek to influence a decision about the matter.
None
5. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in February 2026
Agreed as a true record and duly signed by the chairman

6. Progress regarding village maintenance and drainage. 
All known matters have been reported to WCC for action.  Dry weather is upon us during which roads and drains will be cleared and progress made.

Telephone Box

The telephone box will be improved in better weather.
Drains have been cleared but in the space of a year now need clearing again.

Cllr Norris has been talking to Severn Trent about sewage issues.  The pump station in Wixford needs to be upgraded but finance is an issue.

It is a consideration to involve SDC Environmental Health department.
Solar Panels

A funding application for solar panels was turned down – Other options will be looked into including Act on Energy.

7. Comments from the public relating to items on this Agenda.
The Chairman encouraged the public to report incidents such as potholes using ‘Report It’ on the WCC website.
8.
Finance:

            Internal audit completed on 13th April 2026 by Kenneth Dunn
9.
To complete the Annual Financial Return for the year ending 31st March, 2026:-


a)  Councillors to complete the Statement of Assurance;

           Agreed by the PC and signed by the chairman

           b)  Chairman to sign The Statement of Accounts; 

           Signed with the agreement of the PC
           c)  Chairman to sign the Bank Reconciliation as at 31st March, 2026
           Signed with the agreement of the PC

To agree that as this parish council has not exceeded either income or expenditure totaling over £ 25,000 and has met the qualifying criteria they wish to certify themselves exempt from a limited assurance review.  The PC agreed this unanimously. 
10. Planning:   
Application(s) reference: 26/00671/FUL

Proposed : Proposed detached outbuilding

At : Midsummer, Wixford Road, Bidford-on-Avon, Alcester B50 4LG

For : Mr Michael Ellarby  SUPPORT
Application(s) reference: 26/01011/COUR

Proposed : The creation of a small parking area enabling 5 cars to enter

the site.

At : Exhall Farm, Exhall, 
For : Mr C Oscroft  NO PLANS AVAILABLE
11.
Accounts for payment.

           Clerks Salary/Expenses £ 450.00 
           Village Hall £ 750.00
           Exhall and Wixford Cricket Club £ 500.00
           Air Ambulance £ 50.00   

           Kenneth Dunn (Internal Audit) £ 100.00 

           WALC £ 157.60
           Clear Insurance £ 581.87
           Receipt

           Precept 50% £ 2200.00
           It was agreed to increase the Village Hall donation to £ 750.00 next year
12.
Future meeting dates: 13th July and 14th September 2026
13.
District and County Councillor’s reports.
Report from Cllr James Norris WCC

Warwickshire County Council report May 2026, Cllr James Norris (Alcester and

villages)

Highways, Traffic and Road Safety

During April, I have dealt with a high volume of highways and road-safety issues raised

by residents, parish councils and district colleagues.

A significant focus has been speeding and road safety on Stratford Road, Alcester. I

have responded to multiple residents, reviewed traffic survey data, and formally

requested a site visit with Warwickshire County Council’s Traffic & Safety team. The

data indicates persistent speed non-compliance, and I am working with officers to

identify proportionate, preventative measures to improve compliance. Where

appropriate measures are agreed, I have confirmed my willingness to support delivery

through my delegated budget.

In Wilmcote, I approved a speed survey on Station Road and raised parish requests

regarding road markings, including centre lines, warning triangles near the hump-back

bridge, school zig-zags and gateway signage.

I have also followed up safety concerns at the rail bridge where land slippage has

occurred, liaising with County officers and supporting the Parish Council’s engagement

with Network Rail.

Across the division, I have raised and chased a number of other highways matters,

including:

• obscured and damaged signs, including around the Arrow roundabout and

Alcester bypass;

• dangerous or inconsiderate parking at junctions in Alcester;

• worn stop and give-way markings near the Town Hall;

• a damaged manhole cover at Crooks Lane, Alcester;

• the condition and future treatment of Birmingham Road, including the timing of

relining relative to pothole repairs.

In all cases, issues have been logged with Warwickshire County Council Highways, and

I continue to monitor progress and chase updates where necessary.

Planning and Development

I have responded to residents and parish councils regarding several planning-related

matters.

In relation to the former Moorfields school site in Alcester, I have confirmed that the

County Council’s intention is to dispose of the land. At present, there are no confirmed

timescales or details on the disposal process. I continue to request updates from

officers and will make any firm information public as soon as it becomes available.

I have also supported residents and a parish council regarding a Lawful Development

Certificate application at Arden Meadow, Wilmcote. I raised concerns directly with

Warwickshire County Council Ecology about the cumulative ecological impacts of

development and fed back officers’ advice to residents.

In addition, I have acknowledged and, where appropriate, passed on residents’

objections to district councillors for other planning applications within Alcester town

centre.

Summary

During April, my casework has been dominated by highways and road-safety matters,

alongside ongoing planning issues and education-related scrutiny. I continue to

prioritise:

• resident safety,

• clear communication with parish councils,

• and constructive engagement with officers to secure progress on local concerns.

I am grateful to parish councils and residents for continuing to raise issues and for their

patience while matters are progressed through the appropriate channels.
Pothole repairs were discussed at length.  A Speed Survey in Wixford has taken place.
Report from Cllr Ashley Jones SDC – Not present:
Ward Specific Updates

• I have had further exchanges with officers regarding the Birch appeal site in

Temple Grafton.
• Unfortunately Dunnington Baptist Church will close in June – it’s worth a visit

before it shuts!
• I’ve been chatting various local bodies about promoting St Andrew’s church in

relation to Shakespeare. SE have been helpful as have Stratford Tourist Info.
• I and my County counterpart are seeking a resolution with Severn Trent

regarding the use of lorries in Salford Priors/Wixford to transport
water/sewage up from the village due to weak pumps – this causes disruption

to residents. Has been ongoing for several years now. 
• Continuing to scrutinise development in the area including offering a qualified

objection to the number of proposed houses in a development in Arrow,

working with their Parish Council.
14.
Questions from the public:
Scrambling activity was noted.
                                                                                            Meeting closed 7.25pm



In attendance – Cllrs Harvey (Chairman), Buxton, Miller and White


Clerk Karen Parnell 


WCC Cllr James Norris 


Three members of the public were present. 

















