EXHALL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Council Meeting held on 14th September 2026 6.45pm
In attendance – Cllrs Read (Chairman) Buxton, Miller and White - Clerk Karen Parnell – 
SDC Cllr Ashley Jones - Six members of the public were present. 
1. Apologies
Cllr Adrian Harvey and WCC Cllr James Norris 
2. Declaration of interest on items on the Agenda
None
3. To approve the minutes of the meeting of 13th July  2026
Agreed as a true record and signed as such by the chairman
4. Public participation – to receive any questions from the public (15 minutes maximum). 
Solar Panels on the village hall roof are a consideration and Cllr Harvey is due to have a meeting to progress matters in the near future.

Refurbishment of the phone box was discussed and quotes have been obtained. Signage will be obtained and the defribulator which it will house will be maintained by the PC.
It was noted comments on the proposed solar farm, SWLP and proposed development in Bidford can be made by the public and will be encouraged through Open Gate and social media.  Greater use of social media to promote PC meetings was also requested.

5. District Councillor’s report: 
Cllr Ashley Jones – Exhall SWLP Submission
The South Warwickshire Local Plan was voted through to Reg19 consultation on July

15th (I voted against, and for an amendment to remove BID1 site). The public Reg 19

consultation has now closed. I sent a reminder to all Parish Councils to engage with the

consultation before it closes on 8th Sept. BID1, the large (2,300) site in Bidford will

have a serious effect on our ward, as will the wider plan. Consultation & map here:

https://www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp/publication-regulation-19-

consultation.cfm . For Exhall specifically I have made representations/comments

regarding the overall plan but specifically the BID1 site, and the G&T site in Exhall. I

have also contacted John Careford regarding the incorrect section 18 information

whereby the District council incorrectly recorded Exhall as being in support of

development locally. I have asked for a full explanation of the rationale for placement

the G&T site on Grafton lane, and if this incorrect information has fed into that decision.

He has acknowledged my message and will come back soon. Credit to Cllr White for her hard work spotting and investigating this issue for Exhall.

Local Government Reorganisation has been dramatically delayed/cancelled at short

notice on 7.9.26. It had previously been announced that our area will move toward two

unitary authorities, one North, and one South. District/County Councillors would have

be replaced by 2* new councillors per ward, whose roles would encompass both sets of

responsibilities. Elections for these roles would be held in May 2027, with the new

councils formally taking over responsibility from the current councils in 2028. Instead,

legal/policy delays from central government have paused this, at great cost to the

taxpayer. As it stands, District council elections will take place in May 2027.
Ward Specific Updates

• I have had further exchanges with officers regarding the Birch appeal site in

Temple Grafton. Very long delays in enforcement have been explained as due to

the council’s weak position re: G&T sites. Eventually, a revised application has

been submitted – outcome tbc.

• I and my County counterpart are seeking a resolution with Severn Trent

regarding the use of lorries in Salford Priors/Wixford to transport

water/sewage up from the village due to weak pumps – this causes disruption

to residents. Has been ongoing for several years now. I have also raised the

matter with officers, who have pointed me back to the relevant person at ST.

Slow progress, but I am now onto the right people, I believe.

• Continuing to scrutinise development in the area including working with

various residents to move applications forward/oppose when appropriate.

• Enforcement notice served on Wixford Grange site – tricky situation as

residents believe they were sold the plots for 12mth occupancy, which the

notice makes illegal – they can only stay 10. Working with officers to try to

navigate this.
6. County Councillor’s report:

Cllr James Norris

Local government reorganisation

• On 16 July the Government confirmed two unitary councils for Warwickshire. A new South Warwickshire Council will cover this area, replacing the county council and the district councils.
• Elections to the new councils are due in May 2027. They take over on 1 April 2028, when Warwickshire County Council ceases to exist.
Highways

• Church Bank, Temple Grafton: traffic safety pursued and further assessment requested. 

• Pavement parking: a motion was carried on 21 July with one abstention and I spoke in support. Officers will identify problem areas, consult residents and local members, and review policy ahead of new powers.
Other county council business

• A safeguarding and corporate parenting motion was carried as amended, 49 to none with three abstentions.

Full Council will receive an assurance report after 31 December 2026. I spoke in the debate.
• A motion supporting Healthwatch Warwickshire was carried unanimously.
• A motion on environmental priorities was carried as amended, 34 to none with 19 abstentions, repealing the 2019 climate emergency declaration and creating a cross party Environment and Flood Resilience Working Group. I spoke in the debate.
7. Village Maintenance 
Pot holes have been reported for action.  Drainage matters are being progressed.
8. Planning
Application(s) reference: 26/01619/PIP

Proposed : Proposed 2no. 4 bedroom detached dwellings with new access, car parking and amenity space
At : Little Orchard, Ardens Grafton, Alcester, B49 6DP

For : Mr Fraser And Mrs Sally Henderson
Application(s) reference: 26/01294/FUL

Proposed : Proposed utility room and installation of air source heat pump

At : Old Farm Cottage, Exhall, Alcester, B49 6EA

For : Mr C Hanson
Application(s) reference: 26/01295/LBC

Proposed : Proposed utility room and installation of air source heat pump

At : Old Farm Cottage, Exhall, Alcester, B49 6EA

For : Mr C Hanson
9. Payments
           Clerks Salary/Expenses £ 450.00 
           Receipt

           Precept 50% £ 2200.00
10. To set the precept for 2027/28
After some discussion proposed by Cllr Buxton, seconded by Cllr Read and agreed at 
£ 4500.00 – To enable projects and donations.

11. Future meeting dates

The Council suggested to meet henceforth on 22nd February, 17th May, 19th July and 

20th September 2027 at 6.45pm

12. Exchange of information
       Not required
13. Date of next meeting.       
22nd February at 6.45pm                
                                                  Meeting closed 7.20pm                                                                     
