EXHALL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Council Meeting held on 13th July 2026 6.45pm
In attendance – Cllrs Harvey (Chairman), Miller, Read and White - Clerk Karen Parnell 
SDC District Ashley Jones and WCC County Councillor James Norris – Two members of the public (and one dog) were present. 
1. Apologies
Cllr Jon Buxton 
2. Declaration of interest on items on the Agenda
None

3. To approve the minutes of the meeting of 18th  May 2026
The minutes were approved as a true record and duly signed as such by the chairman.

4. Public participation – to receive any questions from the public (15 minutes maximum). 
The Chairman encouraged the public to report any incidents using ‘Report It’ on the WCC website.

The phone box will be repaired in a fortnight and future use as a library, noticeboard or focus for maps of the area considered.

A member of the public was encouraged to approach SDC Environmental Health regarding unlicensed events possibly taking place within the parish.

Traffic and parking were considered and Cllr Read will involve the Community Speedwatch.

5. County Councillor’s report – Cllr James Norris:
Warwickshire County Council Councillors’ Grant Fund 2026-27

The County Councillors’ Grant Fund for 2026-27 has been launched. The deadline for

applications is Sunday 26 July at 5pm.

I have an allocated fund of £8,000 each to support small-scale projects within Alcester.

The grant priorities align to these six key areas of focus:

• Safe and strong childhoods

• Living well in Warwickshire

• Building brighter futures

• Economy, growth, jobs and skills

• Highways and transport

• Proud places and safe communities
6. District Councillor’s report – Cllr Ashley Jones:
1. Overview of District Council Activity

● Key meetings including Cabinet and OSC have taken place.

● LGR (local government reorg) results are due to be published by the government very

soon, potentially by the end of the month. This will be very consequential for our area as

it will determine how local government is structured in future. We will likely end up

with one or two unitary authorities representing our area. I will report back as and

when I hear.
● A by-election is taking place in Kinwarton ward (Wilmcote, Great Alne, Aston Cantlow

and part of Alcester) due to the local councillor Thom Holmes [Lib Dem] stepping down.

Polling day is 9th July (Thursday).

● The SWLP has dominated proceedings at council lately, with the latest version released prior to reg19 process taking place next week. Currently, purdah due to the local election has pushed this back. Time is tight and it is possible this or technical issues with the plan may cause further delays - the plan may also not pass. I will report on how this pans out in detail at our next meeting once all this takes place.
7. Village Maintenance

Drainage and flooding matters are being progressed with WCC.

The gullies between Wixford and Exhall Court were last cleared at the end of November 2025 and were left free-flowing at that time.

The gullies through the village between Exhall Court and the stables are currently blocked. A job has now been raised with WCC for these to be jetted. 

This work will require a road closure, so it is likely to take a number of months to arrange, although Highways have said they will aim to complete it as soon as possible.
Funding for Solar Panels continues to be sought for the village hall.
8. Planning
Application(s) reference: 26/01363/TREE

Proposed : T1 - willow - want to take it down to the first main union so it

has less chanc of causing injury or damage to the property. The tree is currently

40-50 feet tall, the width of the canopy is about 30 feet and the first union is just

over 10 feet tall.

At : Glebe Cottage, Exhall, Alcester, B49 6EA

For : Mr Roger Albutt
APPLICATION FOR DISCHARGE OF CONDITIONS

Reference No: DISCN/00135/26

At : Little Britain Farm, Ardens Grafton, Alcester, B49 6DU .

For : Mr Nick Moberley

O.S. Grid Reference : E: 411339 N: 254442

Related Application Reference: 25/01069/FUL - Support

Application(s) reference: 26/01152/FUL

Proposed : Demolition of existing garage. Erection of replacement garage.

At : Little Britain Barn, Ardens Grafton, Alcester, B49 6DU

For : Mr Nigel Foster
Application(s) reference: 26/01337/LDE

Proposed : Application for confirmation of lawful commencement of development under

applicaton 21/03544/FUL. Works undertaken included excavation to level and

drainage.
At : The Orchard, Sweet Acre, Exhall, Alcester B49 6EA

For : Mrs Jennifer Read
Application(s) reference: 26/01553/TREE

Proposed : G1- Hawthorn - Reduce to reduce from 5m to 2m

T1- Prunus - Reduce canopy from 5m to 4m

At : Ivy Cottage, Exhall, Alcester, B49 6EA

For : Milner
Proposed : - T1 conifer - Fell (group of 2 conifers, conifer to fell is nearest

to the house)

- T2 pear - Fell

- T3 cedar - Crown lift to 3.5 metres, shape lateral growth by 1 metre to shape

- G4 conifer - Reduce conifer group from 5 metres height down to 4 metres

- T5 holly - Reduce height from 6 metres down to 5 metres

- T6 pine - Crown lift to 4 metres

At : Old School House, Exhall, Alcester, B49 6EA

For : Norris
9. Payments
Clerks Salary and Expenses £ 450.00
Receipts
Precept 50% £ 2200.00
10. Correspondence

WCC are hoping to increase usage of the mobile library in the area and are asking for ideas: https://apps.warwickshire.gov.uk/MobileLibraries/library_routes/138
11. Date of next meeting.       
14th September 2026 at 6.45pm – The precept for 2027/28 and future meeting dates will be decided.
Meeting closed 7.20pm                           
